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Government With the People: 
Digital Media and 
Re/Designing Government 
 

Beth Noveck 
Former White House Deputy Chief Technology Officer 
Director of the White House Open Government Initiative 
 

Beth Noveck’s work proposes government with the people, a new vision of governance in the digital age.  She argues that new media technology and policy 
can foster more open and collaborative government, allowing people and institutions to work together to solve problems, make decisions, resolve conflict 
and govern more effectively.   
 

This lecture is given in memory of Joseph Dembo. 
 
 

 

 

Connecting to Rural America from All Over the World: 
Hollow: An Interactive Documentary 

 

A Guided Screening with 
 

Elaine McMillon 
Documentary Filmmaker 

Jeff Soyk 
Art Director for Design and User Experience  

 

Hollow invites viewers into the story of small town America today: of rural communities facing 
changes beyond their control, of boom and bust economies, and challenges and triumphs of every size.  

 

The Peabody Award-winning project uses interactive technologies to reveal the living experiences of a rural American community through the eyes and ears 
of its subjects.  Through guided access to 35 important stories from the project, it combines video portraits, data visualizations, photography, community-

generated content and grassroots mapping to connect us to the heartbeat of one small town – from anywhere in the world. 

 
 

 

Humanist Games 
 

Mary Flanagan 
Distinguished Professor in Digital Humanities, Dartmouth College 
Founder, Titlfactor Game Research Lab 
 

Flanagan is an artist, scientist, educator and designer whose works have included everything from game-inspired art to 
commercial games that shift people’s thinking about biases and stereotypes.   
 

In 2003, Flanagan established the game research laboratory Tiltfactor to invent “humanist” games and take on social issues through gaming. She is the creator 
of “The Adventures of Josie True,” the first web-based adventure game for girls, and both researches and creates socially conscious games.  Renowned for 
her theories on playculture and critical play, Flanagan has won international acclaim for her novel interdisciplinary work and contributions to social justice 
design. 
 

 

 
 

Digital Media with a Mission 
 

 

Amy O’Leary 
Editorial Director of Upworthy.com 

 

O’Leary is a noted multimedia storyteller who learned the trade as a public radio producer for 
This American Life and quickly showed herself able to think as fluently in text and audio as she can in data and wireframes.   

 

After serving as Deputy Digital Editor for the New York Times, she moved in January, 2015, to Editorial Director of Upworthy.com, taking her digital savvy 
to social issues.  “The world needs as much attention as possible on the stories that matter most,” she says.  “Whether that’s climate change, income 

inequality, health or immigration,” she explains, “today we have to be willing to get out there, into the street fight for human attention that is the Internet, and 
be willing to deploy our strengths as storytellers to make sure the most impactful ideas reach real people, where they’re at.”  

 

 
 

     
   All are welcome. Sponsored by the New Media and Digital Design Program   

Thursday, February 12, 2015     4:00-6:00    Lowenstein South Lounge 
 

Monday, February 23, 2015    4:00-6:00    Lowenstein South Lounge 
 

Thursday, March 12, 2015    3:00-5:00    Lowenstein South Lounge 

Monday, April 27, 2015    4:00-6:00    Lowenstein South Lounge 
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